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not prevent Impey from acting afterwards in a way which
was in the highest degree unwelcome to Hastings. Be-
sides, this motive affected Impey alone out of the four *
judges to be corrupted. If men were capable of being
seduced into so dreadful a crime at all, it could be only
by coarse, gross, tangible motives, by bribery in the shape
of money or office, or some other palpable advantage. It
has never been alleged that Hastings bribed the judges
in any of these ways. He could not do so by a job of any
sort without the consent of the Council, and to say nothing
of the danger of asking their consent for such a purpose
he was sure not to get it, for he was in a minority.

It has been alleged that five years after the trial and
execution of Nuncomar, Hastings bribed Impey to sacri-
fice pretensions made by the Supreme Court by giving ^
him the place of judge of the Sudder Diwani Adalat
under the Company, with a large salary. On this I shall
have something to say hereafter, but in the meantime I
may observe that, whatever may be the weight of that
accusation, it is not alleged either that it had any con-
nection with Nuncomar's case, or that before that time
Impey received any valuable consideration whatever from
Hastings for the murder in which he is said to have taken
part. The same is true of the other three judges and of
the twelve jurymen. Why should all these sixteen
persons commit so frightful a crime without any motive
whatever ? There can be no question as to the nature of
the crime imputed. ' Sir Gilbert Elliot said of it, no
doubt in characteristically exaggerated language: x" I
" do solemnly declare that of all the enormities I have
" ever heard of in the tyranny of man over man, of all
"desperate or wanton exploits either recorded in the
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